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KCI Airport Ends 2006 On High Note
Kansas City International Airport welcomed almost 11million passengers through its gates in 2006, end-

ing its busiest yearsince2001. With 10.6 million travelers departing and arriving, it was also thesixth

busiest yearin theairport's history and represented an 9 percent increaseover2005.  

"It is with great enthusiasm that weannouncetheresults of what was a banneryear," said MarkVanloh,

Directorof Aviation. "Overthepast 12months, ourairlinepartners haveresponded to demand by

adding nonstop serviceto eight new markets, bringing thetotal numberof nonstop destinations served

from KCI to 64. This excellent serviceportfolio moves ourairport ahead of thosein even largercities like

Portland, Ore., and San Diego, Calif."

Passengertrafficat KCI Airport was impacted particularly hard in recent years, first with theSeptember11

terrorist attacks and then with thedemiseof Vanguard airlines in 2002. Theresultant economicdown-

turn of thefollowing years also contributed to a majordecreasein business travel. But overthepast

year, many airlines at KCI havesubstantially increased theircapacity here.  

"Residents from all across thefour-statearea aredriving to Kansas City to takeadvantageof nonstop

flights and low fares," said Justin Meyer, airservicedevelopment manager. “We'reextremely grateful to

theairlines hereand theincrediblevaluethey provideto theentireregion." 

In 2006, airlines at KCI added new routes, scheduled additional frequencies and flew largeraircraft. As a

result, Midwest Airlines grew 26 percent, United Airlines showed an increaseof 21percent, Frontier

Airlines was up 13percent, and Continental Airlines ended theyearwith a 12percent increase.

Southwest Airlines remains KCI’s busiest airlinewith Midwest and American Airlines following.



New Airline Lands At KCI

Tickets arealready availableforflights on themost recent addition to theKCI airlinefamily.

ExpressJet Airlines, onceowned by Continental Airlines, has launched a new carrierunderits own

nameand is working to solvetheroadblockthat forces many travelers to connect at a delay-

pronehub when flying between two small ormedium sized cities. Beginning April 2, ExpressJet will connect KCI to underserved cities with

nonstop flights to Austin, Texas, Ontario, Calif. and Tucson, Ariz. In May orJune, theairlinewill add servicefrom KCI to Jacksonville, Fla.,

Louisville, Ky., New Orleans, La. and Raleigh, N.C.

"Not only will ExpressJet bring new jobs to Kansas City, but it will also makeit much easierforlocal companies to conduct business face-to-

faceby making travel fasterand moreconvenient," said MarkVanLoh, directorof aviation forthedepartment. "With ExpressJet's arrival,

Kansas Citians will enjoy serviceto 64 nonstop destinations, including 44 of themost popular50 destinations in America." 

TheExpressJet fleet of 50-seat EmbraerERJ-145XR aircraft areconfigured with no middleseat, which gives every passengera seat on the

aisle, window orboth. ExpressJet branded servicewill also offeran improved customerexperiencewith valet carry-on bag serviceand com-

plimentary brand snacks with full meal serviceoptions availableon longerflights. With its entranceinto themarket, ExpressJet plans to hire

about 30 employees locally and invest morethan $450,000 in airport facilities and equipment. Airport officials added that thenew nonstop

serviceoptions in Kansas City will continueto support Kansas City's growing regional economy. 

KCI On The Cutting Edge of Security Technology

KCI recently activated a new, highly advanced access control system. This new system is used at theentrances to theSecureIdentification

Display Areas (SIDA) at theairport, such as all themotorized vehiclegates surrounding theairfield. Thesystem utilizes a shared airport IP

network, as opposed to thehard-wiresecurity system that it has used in thepast, and controls who gains access to thesecured area. The

system is also integrated into theclosed circuit televisions at theairport. This allows forincident activation of cameras, automatically display-

ing two screens at thecontrol center; oneshowing a real-timevisual and theotherplaying backto 30 seconds priorto thetriggerof the

alarm. 

"KCI's new system incorporates thelatest security technology on themarket," said Melvin Price, project managerat Kansas City Aviation

Department.  "When it first cameout last October, wewereoneof only two orthreeairports to havetechnology that advanced." Pricealso

mentioned that therearestill not very many airports currently using a shared network, but that many haveplans to upgradein thefuture.

Thesystem is so sophisticated that it recently caught theattention of engineers at Incheon Airport in South Korea. Delegates from theair-

port visited theAviation Department in January to learn moreabout thesystem and how it could workin South Korea.



KCAD Employee
Demonstrates
Generosity  

TheKansas City Aviation Department

would liketo recognizeChristine

Johnson of its facilities custodial divi-

sion forhercontribution to the

Kansas City Combined Charities

Campaign held last fall.  Johnson

donated thesecond largest amount

of money among all City of Kansas

City, Missouri, workers.  Thedepart-

ment recently presented Johnson

with an “Inspiration”trophy forher

generous donation and thecom-

mendableexampleshehas set.

KCI Airport Adds
Concessions

TheExpedia.com Cafe’in Terminal C

was recently replaced with a

BudweiserStadium Club. Thenew

restaurant features a colorful sports-

themed décorwith extra seating

stretching out onto theconcourse. A

new food and beveragekioskwas

also just opened nearTerminal C’s

gate84. In Terminal B, a mezzanine

area barhas opened and boasts a

fabulous view of theairfield.

AirService Growth Continues In 2007

Midwest Airlines has announced several new routes sincethestart of thenew year. Theexpansions

planned so farincludethelaunch of nonstop servicefrom Kansas City to Seattle/Tacoma International

Airport, theairline’s 49th system-widedestination.  Midwest will also changeits serviceto Ft. Myers

from seasonal to year-round.  Theservicewill beoffered nonstop from Kansas City and will also be

offered from Milwaukeeduring thepeakwintertravel season.  Midwest will also begin new nonstop

serviceto Columbus, Ohio on May 1. 

This month, Northwest Airlines expands as well. Theairlineis adding a fifth daily flight to Detroit. Delta

Airlines will add a third daily flight to Salt LakeCity. 

Airport Crews Filmed ForNational Show 

TheDiscovery Channel visited Kansas

City International Airport recently to film

an upcoming episodeof its top rated

show, “Dirty Jobs”. Theprogram, hosted

by MikeRowe, pays tributeto American

peoplewith various “dirty”and difficult

jobs. 

Whileat KCI, Mikefirst assisted

Southwest Airlines with baggagehan-

dling. Hethen went on to assist Aviation

Department Facilities MaintenanceemployeeDoug Wolven in cleaning theash out of an incinerator.

Finally, Mikeworked with Field Maintenanceemployees Kevin Miles and Phil DeMaddalena to clean

old paint out of theholding tankof a truck. 

By theend of theday, Mikeand his crew werecovered in paint and ash and had enough content for

two show segments. Theresultant footagedepicts thehard workand dedicated individuals rquired to

keep KCI running smoothly. Both segments areexpected to airon theDiscovery Channel sometime

this spring.
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Aviation Department Arrivals

TheKansas Ctiy Aviation Department salutes several new, transferred

and promoted employees...

Fatima Safiyyah Al-Ansare- CustomerServiceRepresentative, 

Airport Police

GeorgeBethard - MaintenanceMechanic, Facilities

Michael Friday - Bus Operator, Parking & Bus Service

Joseph Kweh - Building MaintenanceWorker, Facilities

Terrell Nance- Bus Operator, Parking & Bus Service

Emanuel Oliver- Bus Operator, Parking & Bus Service

James Sola - Electronics Technician, Field Maintenance

JoseTorres - Electronics Technician, Field Maintenance

Raymond Vassie, Sr. - Bus Operator, Parking & Bus Service

Michael Wynn - MaintenanceRepairer, Field Maintenance

Parking Statistics Soarin 2006

Thenumberonesourceof revenuefortheKansas City Aviation

Department reached new heights in 2006. Parking revenuewas up

10 percent from 2005, setting a new record of almost $37million for

theyear. 

Last March saw thehighest numbers, posting a record $3.5million

forthemonth alone. March revenuewas overonemillion dollars

morethan therevenueforall of 1973, thefirst yearof feeparking at

KCI. In 1973, parking revenuerepresented 27percent of theairport's

total operating revenue. In 2006, it represented 43percent.

TheKansas City Airport System is an EnterpriseFund Department of

theCity of Kansas City, Missouri, and as such, is supported wholly by

airport usercharges such as parking. No general tax fund revenues

areused fortheadministration, promotion, operation, ormainte-

nanceof eitherKansas City International Airport orCharles B.

WheelerDowntown Airport. The“FlyKCI.com”newsletteris theofficial publication of theKansas City Aviation

Department and includes developments at both Kansas City International Airport

and at Charles B. WheelerDowntown Airport. Editorial comments may bedirected

to kathleen_hefner@kcmo.org.
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